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By JERRY B:Lcrzzn '
‘Times S,a;f w~ .

M'guel Nassar ‘iaro ,ormer cmef
of Mexico’s national security agen-
cy,- surfaced in Los Angeles on
Wednesday to heatedly deny that
he was a CIA spy or an mtematxcnal

car thief. .

Nassar Haro's appeara'xcem t}*e
Century City ofiice of attorpey
Marvin Mitckelson came shortly af- .
ter the lawyer filed an $11-millicn "
libel suit:in Superior Court aaam_at.
Time Magazine. . ~

In the suit, Mitchelson saJd the
magazine called Nassar Haro- “a
conspirator” in a car theft ring, a'xd
that he could nbt be prosecuted in

"1 said Kennedy's attempts to prose-<!
‘cute Nassar I{aro for his role in an *

this country because he was 2 key !
source for the C1A on Mexican a’xd
Central American affairs. S
William H. Kennedy, fired as U.S.
_attorney in San Diego earlier this
_momh by the Reagan Admiristra-
“tion, reportedly lost his job because®
he pub’xrly identified Nassar Haroj
:ds “an indispensible” CIA source. 4
The Kenhcdy statement was prmt- ;
“ed inthe March 26 edmon of the San
“Diego Union, -, ¢
Mitchelson said he hss demanded
that the newspaper pnnt a retrac-
i tion within' 20 days or face-a libel’
suit similar- to that f:lod against
Time, - ;
" SpQ‘(esmen for both the magazme
and jthe newspaper saxd they wxll
sticK'by their stories. - ..
Mifchelson said Tlmes Aprll 12
, Story, was based largely on. the-
Union's s reportmg of the month be-
fore. :
. 'fhe 52-year old NasSar Haro
speaking through an’ interpreter |
.Wednesday, emphatically and at
times angrily said that he was in no
“way involved in the car theft rmg
and never worked for the CIA. Sy
- - "No, absolutely no,” he said.. = .-
Mitchelson said Nassar Haro had
5°rved in the'Directorate of Federal
-Secutity (DFS)—Mexico's. equi--
) valerft of the FBI—for 20 years, and
” headéd the agency from 1977 until
.last January. LA

- Ndsear Haro said he resxgned his
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_po'st for personal reasons, Mitchel-: *
son said later that his client had re- s
.sxgnnd because his prmcipal backer ™

in. theiMexican ‘government had ..,

1. failed in_his bid for the presidential +
_{ nomination. In any case, Mltchelcon‘;
4. said, the.resignation had nothirig to :
.- { do with 'the car theft ring, allega-

1 tions-of CIA connections or Ameri- 2
jcan ne\vs stories i Sy

- In its Narch 26 storj}; the Umon

Yo

$3.4 million auto theft ring were

X -"lhwarted by top U.S. Officials™ be-
cause the Mexican. lawman was."a ‘. :
'most ’import'mt ‘source in Mexico .. .+

P Imphcated in News Repoxt

“The ring rmugg!ed stoler: ars
from Orange and San Dicgo (oun‘
ties for sale in Mesico: o -

“ Thé néw spaper said that a fcdcral

- Grand Jury in San Diego rewrned “
sealed indictments agamst 28 perion
sons involved in the ring last year..

Last July, the story said, 14 sus-

-pects, including three Mcxwan DFS

agents, were arrested.

.. "Pwo of these stspects |mphcatcd
"' Nass:\r the ewspaper aid. Kcn-:

: ' take the matler up, \vxth lhe DY‘S

STAT

“nedy was given asa source for Lhe
sLory

“That’s not true, M 1tche,son <"ud
Wednv day.- “There was only one
* member of the DFS ever involved
'm this (and) Nassar had fired.him
. i:. 1don't know where I\L Kenne-.
-dy'got his information .7 < but (it) '
is very, very mcompletc And Mr.
:Nassar .wasn't being p'otﬁc!ed by !
the CIA or any other 'woncy in this |
country.” Atk
+~Nassar I]aro 1dcnt1f|cd the fired
.»DI‘S agent as Ricardo Rodriguez.
* He said he. fired the man in April,
= 1981, for getting into a d.unken al-
tercation at a sports stadium, ~ <,
-He also said another man named
Cipriano Rodriguez, whorh he had.
repmtedly turned down when he
-ﬂpphcd to join the DF'S, had offered
. to-sell him a yellow van. But, said
{* Nassar Haro, he told Rodriguez to

‘~

'v

“: purchasing agent. RSP
+ The. Union story md—and lhe
Time story ceecnuallv xepmtcd—&
th'\t an FRIirfc "man' reported sce-
ing Nas.x 2 “reccive a Stolen
ycllox, van {raw. 2 of his agents.”
-Mitchelssn sail that neithef. the.
“.newspaper nor the magazine tried.
to rcach Nassar Haro for cummenl
’on their stories. “He' was coniactat
ble,”:the attorney said. J'and no one i
contacted him.” .= 3 o+
. Nassar.Haro said he. has ,b"en‘
working as a bUaIHESS consultant m
-Mexico City. :
“.1"The story is’ obvxous * Nltchel- -
_-’son 'said: “What's happenod is that
Mr..Kennedy came.into office’ Tast
_November, picked up the remnant’

,of an investigation. . .- One of the:
t}neves (in the auto theft ring) said !
that they ‘delivéred ..y a. yenow
.van’to' Mr. Nassar.. Mr -Kennedy'| |
im:’Ay have chosen to behcve 1
| SR A A ;}.i
+ He gaid Nacsar Haro "probably is )
an indispensible source because he !
has ‘devoted “his (professional) . hte
to"catching certain terrorists §
But I ¢an't tell you why Presxdent i
Redgan or anyone else put pressure ;
.on Kennedy to resign.”. R
i { Nassar Haro said- that as head of.
the DFS he has only “exchanged in-
formation” of mternahdnal mterest
Wllh the FBI RSk LU R E N

-

- Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/29 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000303200004-1

. '.."_'-...“...u..a.



